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Most drivers do not do this.  Airplane pilots are required to use logbooks for flying, and 
therefore know the value of keeping a good logbook.  It is a skill and a habit that can also 
be very useful for driving cars, especially older ones.   
 
Any sort of bound (or ring-binder) small notebook will do.  I find it very useful to record 
on the front page pertinent data about the vehicle:  VIN number, year model, engine type, 
date purchased, etc.  It is also useful to extract from the owner’s manual other useful 
items such as fuel tank capacity, oil sump capacity and type (or types) of oil, the other 
fluid types, how often to change the oil, tire sizes and pressures, etc. 
 
The second page can contain a list of the most common replacement part numbers, using 
the numbers from your favorite auto parts store.  These could include things like oil 
filters, spark plug types (with appropriate electrode gap), air filters, belts, hoses, brake 
pads, etc.  This page is also a good place to record useful data like wrench sizes for your 
oil drain plug, etc.   
 
On about the third page you start keeping a log of “important things”.  I find a record of 
fuel fill-ups, oil changes, plus other maintenance and repairs, to be quite useful.  I can go 
back and figure out fuel mileage and oil consumption rates, if I record the data correctly 
and completely.   
 
FILL-UPS –  
 
At a minimum, record odometer reading and gallons-to-fill.  I record these plus the date, 
the place, the cost per gallon, and the total cost, and I leave a space for fuel mileage 
(computed later).  Recording place-purchased and unit price helps you choose a station 
with the cheapest good-quality gasoline (or diesel).  If you experience erratic running, 
look at the last place you filled up, and suspect dirt or water in their fuel.  If your fuel 
consumption suddenly increases to something out of line with previous experiences, 
something is going wrong.  You may need a tune-up or repair. 
 
OIL CHANGES – 
 
At a minimum, record odometer and whether or not you changed the filter.  I record these 
plus date, place, and cost.  You can check back later to see which oil change place gives 
you the better deal, or which place forgot to tighten something, if you develop a dripping 
oil leak.  (Most places will stand behind their work.) 
 
OIL ADDITIONS – 
 
Some of you will need to add oil between changes.  If you record odometer, date, and 
how much you added, you can still keep track of oil consumption rates, if you desire.  If 
the consumption rate suddenly jumps, you may need to see your mechanic, because 
something somewhere went wrong.   
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MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS – 
 
Record what you did, who did it, and the cost.  This could be routine (like tire rotation or 
new spark plugs) or non-routine (like fixing a flat or a brake job).  If you keep a record of 
what was done and how much it cost, you can tell when the car is wearing out:  
maintenance costs suddenly start to spike up over time.  I record these things plus date 
and odometer reading, for a more detailed and potentially useful record. 
 
TRIPS AND BUSINESS USE – 
 
I usually record trips just because it’s a different kind of driving, and fuel and oil 
consumption figures will be different.  For business use, you need very detailed records 
of odometer readings and dates to satisfy the IRS (otherwise they will deny the deduction 
on your tax form!).  Keep date, odometer, and what the trip or business use was for.   
 
ODDITIES – 
 
If anything out of the ordinary happens, like erratic running or a freak weather event or a 
failure, make an entry.  Record date, odometer, and what happened.  If you are going 
back through the records trying to figure out when some trouble or failure started, such 
notes can be invaluable for you or your mechanic. 
 
EXAMPLES –  a typical front page: 
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Typical fuel mileage: 

 
Typical oil additions and changes: 
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Typical of maintenance items: 

 
Typical of repair items: 
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